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Paul Raymond Auerbach 
Poetry/Fir•t Place 
Coincidences are coming more frequently now. 
You can hardly think of a song, that isn't soon heard 
Or remember an old friend, who isn't soon walking past. 
Last week I brought an old comic book for my brother in the hospital; 
But a nurse (who once stared at me on a bus when I was a child) 
had given him the same issue that morning. 
It was happening to everyone: Even the news dared to mention it. 
-And isn't that the same cloud formation that passed us yesterday
as we looked up, already becoming maddened?
Yesterday I was thinking, "This is incredible!"
And a floating newspaper ad repeated, "THIS IS INCREDIBLE!"
I am thinking that perhaps the Mind is closing in now, 
nearly done with creation. 
Finally preparing us for the Last Coincidence 
When-in the streets-by coincidence-men and women "happen" to run into 
their very own Souls. 
